
a decklid adapted to be pivotally securedytt* the rear end for pivotal longitudinal 
movement rearward to close an upper portion of the opening of the cargo area in a closed position 
and for pivotal longitudinal movement forward to open the upper portion of the opening of the 
cargo area in an open position; 

a plurality of r^rls^d^fe^ to bcyfiisposed upon the sides above the floor of the rear 

end; 

a load floor \op^atively c(}operating with said rails for sliding movement 
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therealong and including an endgate pivotally attached to a rear longitudinal end thereof having 
an upright closed position and a hori^n^l open^psition, said endgate closing a lower portion of 
the opening of the cargo area when in said upright/closed position adjacent a rear of the vehicle, 
whereby the decklid and the endgafe cooperd^^gether to close the opening of the cargo area; 
and 



a load floor latching mechanism comprising a striker and a latch, one of said 
striker and said latch being connected to a rearward longitudinal end of said load floor and the 
other one of said striker an^'lpid latch being connected to the rear end of the vehicle to latch said 
load floor in a closed position. 



8. (FIVE TIMES AMENDED) /An integrated extendable load floor 
assembly for a vehicle having a rear^i^tora^p^^eawith an open end comprising: 

a decklid adapted to bfeVJivotally ^e;pured to the vehicle for pivotal longitudinal 
movement rearward to close an uppe/pomon oC^the open end of the rear storage area in a closed 
position and for pivotal longitudinalf movement' forward to open the upper portion of the open end 
of the rear storage area in an open pWtion; 

at least one rail adapted to be disposed upon a side of the rear storage area; 


a load floor cooperating with said at least 6ne rail allowing for a selective sliding 
movement in and out of the rear storage area of the vehicle and including a rear panel that is 
cooperatively attached to a bottom of a rear edge of said load floor allowing selective positioning 
of the said rear panel in an upright clos^ positioiy4nd a lower horizontal open position, said rear 
panel closing a lower portion of the o^^ eri<^ o/ the rear storage area when in said upright closed 
position adjacent a rear of the vehicle; ahd 

a load floor latching mechanisit/ comprising a striker and a latch, one of said 
striker and said latch being connectedtp--^^ longitudinal end of said load floor and the 

other one of said striker and said latch beingVonnected to the rear storage area of the vehicle to 
latch said load floor in a closed position, said load floor latching mechanism including a movable 
handle disposed on said load floor. 


14. (FIVE TIMES AMENDED) A vehicle comprising 


a body including a rear end having a floor and sides extending upwardly and along 
said floor to form a rear storage area having an opening; 

a decklid pivotally selphfed to said rear end for pivotal longitudinal movement 
rearward to close a first portion of said ope^ing^f said rear storage area in a closed position and 
for pivotal longitudinal movement fc^ard/o ^llow access to said rear storage area in an open 
position; and 

an integrated extendable ifoad fl6or assembly cooperating with said rear storage 
area, said integrated extendable load flcfofassembly including at least one rail disposed upon each 
of said sides of said rear storage area and a lo^d floor cooperating with said at least one rail, said 
load floor having selective sliding movement in and out of said rear storage area of the vehicle 
and including a rear panel that is cooperatively attached to a bottom of a rear edge of said load 
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floor allowing selective positioning of the said rear panel in an upright closed position and a 
horizontal open position, said rear panel closing a/second portion of said opening of said rear 
age area when in said upright closed/p^siticm adjacent a rear of the vehicle, whereby said 
decklid and said rear panel cooperate to49iheryiox:lose said opening of said rear storage area, and 
a load floor latching mechanism compyi^n^a strikg- and a latch, one of said striker and said latch 
being connected to a rearward longitudinal en^f said load floor and the other one of said striker 
and said latch being connected to the bo(ly of the vehicle to latch said load floor in a closed 
position. 



20. (FIVE TIME^AmENDED) An automotive vehicle comprising: 
a body including a rear end having a floor and sides extending upwardly and along 
said floor to form a cargo area with an opening; 

a plurality of rails spaced laterally and extending longitudinally between said sides 
above said floor; 



::ooperat 


a load floor operatively 

therealong; 

a decklid pivotally secu 
rearward to close a first portion of said pp'^mn; 
pivotal longitudinal movement forward to allow acci 


t^fig/ with said rails for sliding movement 


to said 


ides for pivotal longitudinal movement 
of said cargo area in a closed position and for 
)ss to said cargo area in an open position and 


to allow said load floor to be extended when\said decklid is in said open position; 

an endgate pivotally conn/cte\to said load floor and having a closed upright 
position and an open horizontal position; said endgate closing a second portion of said opening of 
said cargo area when in said closed upright position adjacent a rear of the vehicle, whereby said 
decklid and said endgate cooperate tbgether to close said opening of said cargo area; 



an endgate latching mechanism that latches said endgate in said upright closed 

position; and 

a load floor latching mechanism con^rising a striker and a latch, one of said 
striker and said latch being connected to a rearward/longitudinal end of said load floor and the 
other one of said striker and said latch being conn^ected to the body of the vehicle to latch said 
load floor in a closed position. 

2 1 . (FIVE TIMES AMENDED]) A sedan type automotive vehicle comprising: 
a body including a rear end having a floor and sides extending upwardly and along 
said floor to form a cargo area with ^v^pening; 

a load floor for sli^^ingyio^ement j/k and out of said cargo area; 
an endgate pivotall^scglnnecte^o said load floor and having a closed upright 
position and an open horizontal posit^or/s^'ci encigate closing a lower portion of said opening of 
said cargo area when in said closed u^ght position adjacent a rear of the vehicle; 

a decklid pivotall>^^ecured to saM/sides and cooperating with said endgate for 
pivotal longitudinal movement rparw^^ to close an upper portion of said opening of said cargo 
area in a closed position and for pivotal longitudinal movement forward to allow access to said 
cargo area in an open position and to allow^objects to be removed from said cargo area when said 
decklid is in said open position; and 

a load floor latching mechanism comprising a striker and a latch, one of said 
striker and said latch being connected to a rearward longitudinal end of said load floor and the 

other one of said striker and said latch being connected to the body of the vehicle to latch said 

/ 

load floor in a closed position. 


